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TAFE COLLEGES - INDIGENOUS PARTICIPATION 

327. Hon PETER COLLIER to the Minister for Education and Training: 
(1) How does the government propose to develop collaborative education and training in remote 

communities to improve indigenous participation and retention at technical and further education 
colleges? 

(2) How does the government propose to improve indigenous participation in TAFE at higher qualification 
levels? 

(3) How does the government propose to increase indigenous school-based traineeships? 

Hon JON FORD replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  The Minister for Education and Training has supplied the 
following answer - 
(1) The Department of Education and Training has undertaken several initiatives to develop collaborative 

education and training in remote communities.  TAFEWA managing directors have formed an 
indigenous steering committee to improve outcomes for indigenous participants in training, including 
the trialling of strategic projects in the Ngaanyatjarra lands and the Pilbara.  These projects are aimed at 
providing a collaborative education and training model in those remote areas.  The DET is involved in 
the development of a regional partnership agreement in the Ngaanyatjarra lands aimed at better 
connecting education and training in those communities.  The DET is working with TAFEWA colleges 
to provide different forms of flexible service delivery in remote communities within their region.  The 
DET is forming a proposal to develop mobile facilities to provide specialist education and training 
courses in remote communities because it is not possible to duplicate courses in every community.  The 
Joint Indigenous Funding Pool is a program that is jointly funded by the DET and the commonwealth 
government’s Department of Education, Science and Training.  The Joint Indigenous Funding Pool will 
provide funds to registered training organisations to deliver training to indigenous people that is 
customised to meet the needs of their client group and has a high degree of community involvement and 
support.  In particular, the Joint Indigenous Funding Pool seeks to improve outcomes for indigenous 
people in regional and remote locations.  

(2) The DET ensures priority funding areas under the competitive allocation of training funding.  One of 
these priority areas is the provision of funding for training organisations for indigenous students 
participating in courses at certificate III level and above.  

(3) At a time of growing concern about the welfare of young indigenous Australians, the Australian 
government has slashed funding to the highly successful WA Aboriginal school-based traineeship 
program.  This program targets young indigenous people at risk of leaving school and places them in a 
program that provides real employment in the workplace and a nationally recognised certificate II 
qualification while they complete years 11 and 12.  The federal government, in its wisdom, has decided 
to cut funding to the program.  The Carpenter government has developed a funding package for 2005-
06 to offset the shortfall of the federal funding to ensure that our indigenous young people are not 
denied the opportunity to take up an Aboriginal school-based traineeship.  The Minister for Education 
and Training has written to both Minister Bishop and Minister Andrews on this issue, and neither has 
been willing to consider providing further funds for the program.  I will seek further clarification from 
the Australian government for why it has decided to stop supporting this innovative and successful 
program, especially when we are becoming more aware of the need to provide indigenous young people 
with appropriate care, support and educational and vocational outcomes.  The member may wish to take 
up this important issue with his federal colleagues to ensure that funds for this highly successful 
program are continued.  

 


